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Press release – 01.04.04

TOP UP TV LAUNCHES 31 MARCH 2004

The UK’s newest pay TV platform, Top Up TV launched late last night providing Freeview homes with access to ten more channels, previously only available on Sky and cable.  

E4, Discovery, UK Gold, Discovery Home & Leisure, UK Style, Turner Classic Movies, UK Food, Bloomberg, Cartoon Network and Boomerang are included in the Top Up TV package for a no-ties, month-to-month subscription of just £7.99, plus a one-off connection fee. Top Up TV offers the lowest priced and most flexible pay-TV package in the market.

 

Led by two former Sky TV execs, David Chance and Ian West, Top Up TV has set a modest business plan breakeven of only 250,000 subscribers over the next few years, although initial reaction via the company’s website www.topuptv.com and customer service centre indicates considerable subscriber interest. 

TOP UP TV – A FEW MORE CHANNELS. A LOT MORE TV.

 

· Top Up TV launches on 31 March 2004 with a unique TV subscription offering – ten of the best UK TV channels for a no-ties month-to-month subscription of just £7.99, plus a one-off £20 connection fee. There is no need for subscribers to enter into a long term contract

· The 10 channels are: E4, UK Gold, Tuner Classic Movies, UK Style, Discovery, Discovery Home & Leisure, UK Food, Bloomberg, Cartoon Network and Boomerang

· The adult service, Television X The Fantasy Channel is available for a monthly subscription of just £9.99 and is planned to be available by the end of April

· All Freeview customers need to do to receive Top Up TV is check their set top box is compatible:

· Initially, only ex-ITV Digital boxes will be able to receive Top Up TV

· However, there are some other boxes and Integrated Digital TVs that may be compatible in the future (e.g. Pace model DTVA and Nokia 221) and,

· From June 2004 we expect retailers will offer a number of new boxes that are compatible with Top Up TV and these will be available from a range of manufacturers

All customers need to do if they wish to check compatibility and subscribe is to call the subscription hotline on 08700 543 210 or register online at www.topuptv.com Top Up TV will confirm that the customer has a compatible box and, if so, they will be sent a viewing card to receive the encrypted channels

· Top Up TV is launched by former Sky execs David Chance and Ian West who have over 40 years of experience in pay TV between them

· Top Up TV channels will have the following channel numbers on the DTT platform on-screen TV guide (‘EPG’):

General Entertainment section of the EPG:

Channel 14
E4

Channel 17
UK Gold

Channel 25
TCM

Channel 26
UK Style

Channel 27
Discovery

Channel 28
Discovery Home & Leisure

Channel 29
UK Food

Children’s section of the EPG:

Channel 32
Cartoon Network

Channel 33
Boomerang

News section of the EPG:

Channel 44
Bloomberg

Other:

Channel 60
TVX

David Chance, Top Up TV Chairman said: “We are delighted to be able to launch this attractive, low cost package of channels that extends greater television choice to a consumer segment that has been largely ignored to date by the traditional players. At £7.99 a month the Top Up TV service is designed to appeal to Freeview customers who would like a little more choice for a modest fee and the flexibility to subscribe month-to-month with no long-term commitment.”

For further information or to request Top Up TV logos and images contact:

Anna Gibson (anna@brianmaclaurin.com)

+44 (0) 208 834 1034

+44 (0) 7932 058013
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